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TheireservationipolicyiisianiageioldipolicyibeingipracticediiniIndia.iItsioriginihasiitsirootsiscatter

edifromitheiancientitimesiwhenitheipracticeiofi‘untouchability’,icasteisystemiandiVarnaisystemiw

asidominantiinitheisociety.iIniancientitimes,itheiHinduisocietyiwasidividedionitheibasisiofiVarna,
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iJatisioriclassesianditheyiwereiasifollowsiinitheidescendingiorderiofitheirisocialihierarchy-

itheiBrahmans,itheiKshatriyas,itheiVaisyasianditheiShudras.iThereiwasianothericlassiofipeopleior

iratherinoiclassipeopleiknowniasi“untouchables”iori“avarna”ithatiisiwhoihasinoiclass.iTheseiunto

uchablesiwereiconsidereditoibeiimpureiforitheisocietyiandiwereiexcludedifromitheisocialisystem1.

iTheyihaditoiresideioutsideitheivillageiandihadinoisocialirights.iInisomeipartsiofitheicountryisuch

iasiSoutherniIndia,iifievenitheirishadowiwasicastedionitheiupper-

classipeopleitheniitiwasiconsideredithatitheipersonihasigotiimpure.iThereiwereistrictirestrictionsio

nithemiforisocialigatheringsiandisocialilifeiandiifitheyiviolatedianyisocialinorm,itheyiwereisevere

lyipunishediandiinisomeicasesiwereievenikilled.iTheidivisioniofisocietyionitheinormsiofipurityian

diimpurityiwasiaiveryicruelisystem,iandiitihadiadverseieffectsionitheidevelopmentiandigrowthiofi

theseilowericlassipeopleiwhereitheiskilliandilaboriofianiindividualiwereirecognizedimerelyionithe

igroundiofihimibeingiaimemberiofiailowericaste2.iTheiepicsilikeiMahabharataialsoiquoteiofimany

iinstancesiwhereiniaiwarriorilikeiKarnaiwasinotialloweditoishowcaseihisitalentimerelyionitheigro

undiofihimibeingiaiShudra.iHeiwasioftenireferreditoiasi‘ShudraiPutra’iandihumiliatedibecauseiofi

hisicaste.iTheitheniprevalenticasteisystemiwasiaimajorireasoniforitheiadventiandiadvancementiofi

theiReservationiPolicyiiniIndia.iTheiideaiofigivingireservationsitoiaicertainiclassiofipeopleiorigin

atedibecauseiofitheiprevalentiatrocitiesibeingidoneionitheicertainiclassiofipeople.iToigiveithemian

iequaliopportunity,ianiequalistatusiinisociety,itoiupliftithemisocially,itoibringithemiatipariwithiot

 
1iQuotaioriReservationiSystemiiniIndia:iHistoryi&iPresent,iKnowledgeiOfiIndia,ii(Oct.5,i2017,ii7:38iAM),ihttp://k
nowledgeofindia.com/quota-or-reservation-system-in-india/ 

2iId 
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herisectionsiofisocietyiandimoreoveritoibringidevelopmentiinitheiloweristrataiofisociety,iwereithe

ireasonsiforitheiadoptioniofiReservationiPolicyiiniIndia. 

RESERVATIONiPOLICYiINiPRE-INDEPENDENCEiERA3 

TheilegalioriginiofiReservationiPolicyiiniIndiaibeganiwithilyingidowniofitheiGovernmentiofiInd

iaiAct,i1919iwhichicameiduringitheiturbulentiperiodiofiWorldiWariI.iDuringithisiperiod,itheiBri

tishiwereimoreifocussedioniEuropeiratherithanioniIndiaiyetitheyipassedimuchiimportantiandisig

nificantilegislationithatiaimediatitheidevelopmentiofitheiIndianiTerritory.iThisiActiofi1919inoti

onlyiintroducediseveralireformsiforitheiIndianiGovernmentaliinstitutionsibutialsoiaddressediman

yiissuesiofiminoritiesiincludingitheiformationioficommunalielectorates.iThoughitheisystemiwasi

criticizedifirmlyibyiMontague-Chelmsfordiasiaisystemithaticouldibeiaihindranceitoitheiself-

developmentipolicyibutibecauseiMuslimsialreadyihadiaicommunalielectorateithroughitheiMinto-

iMorleyireformiofi1909iand,itherefore,itheyifoundiitiunfeasibleitoitakeiawayitheiseparateielector

atesiofiMuslims. 

AfteritheiActiofi1919,itheicontroversialiSimoniCommissionicameiupiini1927itoiscrutinizeithei

Montague-

iChelmsfordireforms.iAfteritouringitheientireiIndianiprovinces,itheirirepresentativesiproposedifo

ricombiningiseparateielectoratesiandireservingiseatsiforidepressediclassesiandidemandiforitheiw

 
3iReservationiiniIndia,irealityviews,i(Oct.5,2017,ii8:04iAM),ihttp://www.realityviews.in/2010/03/reservation-in-
india-brief-history.html 
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iderifranchiseiwasithereiasitheieconomic,ieducationaliandisocialipositioniofitheseidepressediclas

sesididinotiallowithemitoivoteiproperly.iToistampiandiscrutinizeitheireportiofiSimoniCommissi

onianditheireformsiproposedibyithemiandihowitoiincorporateithemiintoinewiConstitution,iaiRou

ndiTableiConferenceiwasiconvenediiniLondoniini1931.iThereiwereimanyiIndianidelegatesifrom

ivariousiinterestsigroups.iTheiconferenceiwasichairedibyiPrimeiMinisteriRamsayiMacdonald.iT

hereiwereiappealsiforiseparateielectorateifromiB.RiAmbedkaributiMahatmaiGandhiistronglyiop

poseditheiappealiforiseparateielectorateiforidepressediclassesiandibecauseiofithisistrongioppositi

onifromiMahatmaiGandhiiandiCongressitheiissueiofiminorityiremainediunresolvediinitheiConfe

rence. 

AfterithisitheiCommunaliAwardianditheiPoonaiPactiofi1932icameiintoiforceiwhereinitheiPrimei

MinisteriMacdonaldiannounceditheicommunaliawardiwhereitheiseparateirepresentationsiwereito

ibeiprovideditoiMuslims,iSikhs,iIndianiChristians,iAnglo-

iIndians,iEuropeansiandiDalitsiDepressediclasses’iwereiassignediainumberiofiseatsithatiwereitoi

beifilledibyielectionifromispecialiconstituenciesiiniwhichivotersibelongingitoitheidepressediclas

sesicouldionlyivote. 

TheiawardibroughtiinicriticismifromiMahatmaiGandhiibutiwasistronglyisupportedibyiDr.iBRiA

mbedkariandiotheriminorityigroups.iAsiairesult,iofitheihungeristrikeibyiMahatmaiGandhiiandiw

idespreadirevoltiagainstitheiaward,itheiPoonaiPactiofi1932icameiintoibeingiwhichibroughtiiniais

ingleigeneralielectorateiforieachiofitheiseatsiofiBritishiIndiaiandinewiCentraliLegislatures.iThei
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stampingiofitheiprovisionsiofiPoonaiPact,i1932iwereidoneiiniTheiGovernmentiofiIndiaiActiofi1

935iwhereireservationiofiseatsiforidepressediclassesiwasiallotted.iThisiwasitheiscenarioibeforeit

heiindependenceiofiIndia4. 

DIFFERENTiTYPESiOFiRESERVATIONiINiINDIA 

 

TheiIndianiGovernment’siapproachitowardsitheiSC/STipopulationihasiprimarilyibeenishapediby

itheiprovisionsiiniitsiConstitutioniwhichibasicallyiguaranteesiequalityibeforeitheilaw,iandiempo

wersitheiStateitoimakeispecialiprovisionsitoipromoteitheieducationaliandieconomiciinterestiofith

eiSC/STianditoiprovideilegaliandiotherisafeguardsiagainstidiscriminationiinimultipleispheres.iT

 
4iId 
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heiGovernmentihasiappliediaitwoifoldistrategyiwhichiincludes:i(a)ilegalisafeguardsiagainstidiscr

imination,i(b)iproactiveimeasuresiinitheiformiofi‘reservationipolicy’iforistateisectoriandistateisu

pportedisectors,iandi(c)ipolicyiinitheiformiofiinformaliaffirmativeiactioniforiprivateisectori(nam

elyiagricultureiandiprivateiindustry,iiniwhichimoreithani90ipercentiofitheiSC/STiworkersiareien

gaged)iasipartiofiaigeneralidevelopmentalioriempoweringimeasure.iAntidiscriminatoryimeasure

siincludeienactmentiofiAntiuntouchabilityiactiofi1955i(renamediasiprotectioniofiCivilirightsiAct

iini1979)iandiScheduleiCaste/TribeiPreventioniofiAtrocitiesiAct,i1989.iUnderitheifirstiAct,iprac

ticeiofiuntouchabilityiandidiscriminationiinipubliciplacesiandiservicesiisitreatediasioffence.iThei

secondiActiprovidesilegaliprotectionitoiSC/STsiagainstiviolenceiandiatrocitiesibyitheihighicaste

s.iReservationiforibothiSC/STiinigovernmentiservices,ieducationaliinstitutionsiandipoliticalibodi

esilikeilegislatureialsoifallsiunderiant-discriminatory,ibutipro-activeimeasures. 

Theseipro-activeimeasures 

haveibeeniuseditoiensureiproportionaliparticipationiofitheiSC/STiinivariousipublicidomains.iTh

eireservationipolicyiisiconfineditoiaitinyistate-runiandistate-

supportedisector,iwhereasitheivastiprivateisectoriwhereimoreithani90ipericentiofitheiSC/STipop

ulationiworkersiareiengagediareiexcluded.iTheyithereforeiremainiunprotectedifromiexclusionian

didiscrimination.iInitheiabsenceiofireservationipolicyiinitheiprivateisector,itheistateihasiusedi‘ge

neraliprogrammes’iforieconomic,ieducationaliandisocialiempowermentiofitheiSC/ST.iTheifocus

ihasibeenitoiimproveitheiprivateiownershipiofifixedicapitaliassetsi(landiandinonland),ieducation,
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iandiimprovediaccessitoisocialineedsilikeihousing,ihealth,idrinkingiwater,ielectricityiandiothers 5

.iTheistrategyiforiimprovingioribuildingitheiprivateiownershipioficapitaliassets,ieducationiandis

ocialineeds,iwhichihasibeenigenerallyitakeniasiaipartiofitheianti-

povertyiprogramme,iisialsoiusediasiaimethodiofiearmarkingiquotasiinianiinformalimanneriforith

eiSC/STipopulationiofitheicountry. 

3.1iReservationiiniGovernmentiSectori 

 

 
5iAlliaboutireservationipolicyiiniIndia,iipleaders,i(Oct.5,i11:20iAM),ihttps://blog.ipleaders.in/reservation-policy-
india/ 
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ItiisiimportantitoinoteithatitheiIndianiaffirmativeiactionipolicyiisiconfineditoigovernmentiandigo

vernmentiaidedisectoriofiservicesiandieducationaliinstitutions;itheiprivateijobsiandieducationalii

nstitutionsiareicompletelyiexcludedifromitheipurviewiofitheipolicy.iAccordingly,itheireservation

ipolicyiisioperativeimainlyiinithreeispheres:igovernmentijobs,iadmissionitoipublicieducationalii

nstitutionsiandiseatsiinicentral,istateiandilocalilegislaturesiandibodies.iOveriaiperiodiofitime,iasi

theigovernmentisphereiexpanded,isoididitheiscopeiofireservationsitoiincludeinewerispheresilike:

igovernmentihousing,igovernmentispacesiforishopsiandicommercialiactivitiesiandiainumberiofio

therismallispheres.iTheimostiimportantiisitheireservationiinigovernmentiservices.iArticlei16(A)i

permitsireservationiinifavouriofibackwardicastesiandiinipursuanceiofithisiprovision,itheiGovern

mentihasimadeireservationiforiSC/STiiniproportionitoitheirishareiofipopulationi(SeeiTablei1iB).

iThereiisialsoireservationiinipromotioniofiemployedipersons.iTheigovernmentiservicesigenerally

iincludeigovernmenticiviliservice,ipublicisectoriundertakings,istatutoryiandisemi-

governmentibodies,ivoluntaryiagencies,ietc.iwhichiareiunderitheicontroliofitheiGovernmentiorir

eceivingigrant-in-

aid6.iHowever,ithereiareialsoicertainiservicesiatitheicentralilevelithatidoinoticomeiwithinitheipur

viewiofireservationipolicy:itheseiprominentlyiincludeitheidefenseianditheijudiciary.iReservation

ipolicyiisiaccompaniedibyianiarrayiofiotherispecialiprovisionsidesigneditoifacilitateiandienhance

itheiprobabilityiofitheireservedigroupsitoicompeteiforigovernmentijobs.iTheseiinclude:irelaxatio

 
6iSanjeeviKiAhujaiandiSmritiiKakiRamachandran,iGovtiemployeesiagainstireservationiinipromotions,ihindustanti

mes,i(Oct.i5,i2:43iPM),ihttp://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/govt-employees-against-reservation-in-
promotions/story-sPiRl4gQChydSWlQBNuVKJ.html 
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niofiminimumiageiforientryiintoitheiservice,irelaxationiiniminimumistandardiofisuitabilityiwithi

nireasonableilimitsi(subjectitoirequirediminimumiqualification),irelaxationiinifee,iandiprovisioni

foripre-

examinationitraining,iseparateiinterviewiforiSC/STipersons,iprovisioniofiexpertifromiSC/STibac

kgroundioniselectionicommitteeiandiothers7. 

 

 
7iNIRANJANiSAHOO,iRESERVATIONiPOLICYiANDiITSiIMPLEMENTATIONACROSSiDOMAINiINiINDI
A:ANiANALYTICALiREVIEW,i(AcademiciFoundationi(1iNovemberi2009)) 


